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)+ ) (0 ( ++ 0 Emmaus is the place that we go to hide

from the brokenness within that we feel
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The following is from “The Road to Emmaus” by James M. Wall in the Christian Century December 21, 1977, p.
1182.

The road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. A few days later | traveled over a different West Bank road, this time from
Jerusalem to Latrun, a journey taken to gain perspective on the terrain over which so many previous battles have
been fought and where future boundary lines may some day be argued. My attention had been drawn to Latrun by
books | had read on the battles fought between Israel and the Arabs in 1946-48. On three separate occasions,
Jewish armies tried to capture Latrun, a village at the bottom of a mountain range leading to Jerusalem.

Another British fort stands in front of the Catholic monastery at Latrun; despite several frontal attacks, the Israelis
were unable to capture the fort and thus failed to gain control of a vital link between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. This
defeat might have caused the fall of Jerusalem; but the Israelis cut an alternative road around the mountains to
the south, and later built another road during the 1948-67 period when the West Bank, and the road through
Latrun, were controlled by Jordan.

The road that approaches Latrun from the northeast winds through the mountain range along the same route
followed by Joshua in his conquest of the Amorite kings (Josh. 10:1-15). Here, the Scriptures report, Joshua
commanded the sun and moon to stand still at Gibeon and in the Valley of Aijalon. This valley is crucial to control
of the center of this country, today as in Joshua’s time, for it is a wide span of fertile farmland nestled between
mountain ranges reaching west to the sea and east to Jerusalem and the cities of Ramallah and Nablus.

Driving through the Valley of Aijalon, we passed fields to our left covered now with prickly pear cactus and scrub
trees. Before 1967 there were Arab villages here. Their presence appears to haunt the valley because the casual
observer at first assumes the land has always been empty. The Arabs know better. The cacti that grow in definite
patterns on these hills are not indigenous to the area, but were planted as hedges between farm huts bulldozed by
the Israelis as a security measure after their 1967 military victory. Farmers who once lived and worked here are
now refugees in Jordan or Lebanon they and their children are restless to return to land they have lost.



One of three villages destroyed here was Imwar (Emmaus), one of two possible sites for a recorded resurrection
appearance of Jesus. A church marking the traditional site still stands; the village is gone. An Israeli explained the
bulldozing policy to me in this way: “We thought we would have to give up all the land we gained in the Six-Day
War, so we cleared our borders of hostile villages. If we had known that ten years later we would still have all this
territory, we would not have torn them down. It was for security.”

But people do live near Imwar now. A Jewish settlement, Canada Park, has been constructed from funds raised by
Jewish groups in Canada. This settlement was opened in April 1976, and it includes around 1,000 acres from the
bulldozed villages of Yalu, Imwar and Beit Nuba, about a fourth of which is orchard land. A nation that fought four
wars to gain control of the Valley of Aijalon does not intend to see this strategic land bargained away at some
international peace conference.

| drove away from the former villages of Imwar, Yuba and Beit Nuba with mixed emotions. If a government is
charged with the security of its people, then its actions must be understood in part as following from what it
assumes to be in the best interests of its people. And after ten years. Israel is still not sure that it can trust the
world community to provide its security in this relatively small strip of land between Jerusalem and the
Mediterranean Sea.

"This idea from F. Beuchner’s sermon, “Emmaus.”
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" Jonah 1

¥ Kings 19

Y Marcus Borg quoted at his “Jesus at 2000” conference.



